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Introduction 

The  Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation  had  its  beginn- 
ing with  the  appointment  of  the  first  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners on  July  8,  1875,  under  the  title  "Park  Department." 
The  Board  consisted  of  three  members  who  served  without 
compensation.  As  thus  constituted,  the  department  continued 
up  to  1913,  when  by  provision  of  Chapter  10,  Ordinances  of 
1912,  it  was  merged  with  the  Public  Grounds,  Bath  and  Music 
Departments,  under  the  name  of  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment. The  Commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  Mayor  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  one  term  expiring  each  year.  The  Chair- 
man waj  a  paid  city  official,  in  charge  of  the  operation  of 
the  department.  The  other  two  members  served  without  compen- 
sation. 

In  1920  the  Cemetery  Department  was  merged  with  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Department,  and  the  title  was  changed 
to  Park  Department.  On  May  1,  195U,  the  Department  became 
the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  under  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  2,  Ordinances  of  195U.  The  Board  of  Parks  and 
Recreation  Commissioners  was  increased  to  five  members. 

Under  the  latest  ordinance,  the  Commissioner  of  Parks 
and  Recreation  becomes  the  active  head  of  the  department  with 
oower  of  authority  far  beyond  that  which  existed  when  the 
Board  consisted  of  three  members  (Section  36-U2,  inclusive, 
Chapter  2,  Ordinances  of  195U).  The  Commissioners  meet  as 
required  on  call  from  the  Chairman. 

In  1970,  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Commission  was  re- 
organized under  Chapter  8  of  the  Ordinances  of  1970  which 
amended  Chapter  19  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  196l  by 
adding  two  other  officers,  respectively  known  as  the  Assist- 
ant Commissioner  for  Administration  and  the  Assistant  Co- 
missioner  for  Recreation,  each  likewise  appointed  by  the 
Mayor  for  a  term  expiring  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  January 
following  the  next  biennial  municipal  election  at  which  a 
mayor  is  elected  and  who  will  both  serve  full  time. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and 
improvement  of  approximately  2,300  acres  of  parks  and  play- 
grounds. Included  in  this  area  are  the  following  facilities: 
6h  playgrounds  and  play  areas,  22  of  which  have  field  houses; 
127  parks,  large  and  small;  37  tot-lots;  2  service  yards 
containing  offices,  mechanic's  shops,  storehouse,  and  garage; 
a  recreation  building;  15  indoor  recreation  centers;  12 
public  bathhouses;  2  public  golf  courses  (18  holes),  one  with 
clubhouse;  7  year-round  swimming  pools  and  7  summer  pools 
in  addition  to  2  beaches  with  bathhouses;  16  greenhouses; 
19  cemeteries  (3  active,  16  inactive  or  historic);  108  miles 
of  parkways,  driveways,  walks,  and  paths;  131  acres  of  ponds 
and  rivers;  and  the  care  and  maintenance  of  all  trees  on 
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city  streets,  parks,  and  playgrounds. 

The  department  organizes,  promotes,  and  conducts  a 
city-wide  recreation  program  for  all  age  groups  with  special 
emphasis  on  youth  programs. 

This  report  summarizes  briefly  the  efforts  of  the  Parks 
and  Recreation  Commission  and  the  staff  of  the  department  to 
maintain  a  high  standard  in  essential  services  and  to  expand 
the  facilities  of  our  park  system  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
department  within  our  appropriation  allowances. 

In  this  report  there  is  no  particular  attention  given 
to  the  extensive  maintenance  responsibilities  of  the  Parks 
and  Recreation  Department.  Reference  to  the  introductory 
section  of  this  report  will  indicate  the  large  number  of 
areas,  buildings,  etc.,  that  require  most  of  the  time  of 
our  staff.  It  should  be  apparent  that  much  of  our  appropria- 
tion is  expended  for  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of 
parks,  gardens,  park  and  recreation  buildings,  mechanics1 
shops,  golf  courses,  cemeteries,  etc.  Proper  maintenance  is 
the  key  to  efficient  service.  We  are  confining  this  report 
to  major  work  accomplished  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1976,  all  of  which  is  substantially  outside  the 
area  of  general  maintenance. 

RECREATION  PROGRAM 

At  a  time  of  sparse  finances  and  shaved  budgets,  the 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department  continued  to  provide  skilled 
leadership  and  adequate  facilities  that  afforded  an  opportun- 
ity for  all,  young  and  old,  to  engage  in  leisure  time 
activities. 

During  1976  the  Boston  Parks  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment's objective  has  been  consistent  to  conduct  better 
recreation  programs  by  offering  instruction  in  self-fulfill- 
ing activities. 

Since  the  turn  of  the  century,  Boston  has  pioneered  in 
originating  new  concepts  and  programs  in  recreation. 

The  year  1976  added  a  new  dimension  in  recreationj 
classes  in  belly-dancing,  slimnastics,  beauty  workshops, 
modeling  classes,  ballet  and  young  actors'  workshops,  and 
film  animation.  Many  existing  programs  were  improved  to 
attract  a  greater  number  of  women  and  girls. 

Parks,  playgrounds,  swimming' pools  and  indoor  recrea- 
tion centers  were  used  constantly  by  hundreds  of  thousands. 

Indoor  physical  activities  included  gymnastics, 
swimming,  basketball,  wrestling,  boxing  and  physical  fitness. 
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Many  cultural  activities  were  also  included  such  as  painting, 
grooming,  modeling,  music,  dancing,  drama,  puppetry  and 
others. 

As  in  1°75,  the  theme  of  the  Boston  Parks  and  Recrea- 
tion Department  ^as  "Fitness  through  Action."  Boston  with 
every  sort  of  physical  education  equipment  imaginable  served 
more  than  10,000  youngsters  in  fourteen  neighborhood  recrea- 
tion centers  in  gymnastics  at  their  individual  skill  levels. 

Outdoor  facilities  for  baseball,  handball,  basketball, 
Softball  and  soccer  leagues  were  provided.  Athletic  activi- 
ties included  28  baseball  leagues,  60  basketball  leagues, 
16  football  leagues,  10  handball  tournaments,  hO  soccer 
leagues  and  70  softball  leagues,  indicating  the  growth  of 
the  Boston  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  programs. 

The  Parks  and  Recreation  Department's  playgrounds  and 
playfields  were  supervised  and  staffed  during  the  summer  and 
fall  months  providing  organized  programs  for  participants  of 
all  ages. 

The  Boston  Parks  and  Recreation  Girls*  Athletic 
League,  one  of  the  oldest  (active)  in  the  country,  completed 
their  thirty-third  consecutive  year  of  city-wide  competition. 

During  1976,  approximately  1,500  girls  registered  for 
basketball  leagues  with  1,500  for  softball  leagues  and  350 
for  the  volleyball  league.  Womens'  football  continued  to 
attract  more  teams  and  has  become  a  mainstay  in  the  womens' 
athletic  program. 

This  year  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  recog- 
nized the  small  interest  groups  and  a  special  effort  was 
made  to  encourage  the  interest  groups  to  set  up  programs  to 
meet  the  immediate  needs  in  their  own  neighborhoods. 

Boston  residents  enjoyed  two  top-notch  public  golf 
courses,  one  of  which  is  the  oldest  public  link  in  the 
country.  A  junior  golf  program  for  youngsters  is  conducted 
at  these  two  facilities.  Greens  fees  are  reasonable,  with 
special  rates  for juniors  and  senior  citizens.  One  of  the 
courses  has  a  "Pro  Shop"  and  a  refreshment  facility. 

The  sailing  and  boating  program  was  conducted  at 
Jamaica  Pond.  Instructional  classes  for  children  12  -  18 
years  of  age  in  sailing  were  conducted  free  of  charge.  More 
than  2,500  participants,  using  16  sailboats,  took  part  in 
the  program. 

During  the  spring  and  winter  months  preparation  and 
certification  for  life  saving  was  offered  at  our  (six)  in- 
door swimming  pools.  These  pools  were  in  operation  on  a 
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year-round  basis  offering,  along  with  life  saving  courses, 
instructions  in  beginning  and  advanced  swimming.  The  co-ed 
swimming  program  aided  in  making  recreation  in  Boston  a 
family  affair. 

The  "L"  Street  (James  M.  Curley)  beach,  two  outdoor 
swimming  pools  and  the  Frog  Pond  on  the  Boston  Common  re- 
flected their  popularity  in  usuage  during  the  summer  months. 

The  Boston  Neighborhood  Basketball  League  (BNBL)  en- 
listed both  the  support  and  oarticipation  of  at  least  3, COO 
youngsters  and  adults.  The  interest  in  the  Boston  Neighbor- 
hood Hockey  League  (BNHL)  continued  to  grow  with  at  least 
1,500  youngsters  from  12  neighborhoods  participating  in  the 
league. 

The  Boston  Parks  and  Recreation  Department's  tennis 
development  program  has  opened  its'  doors  to  many  enthu- 
siastic youngsters  and  adults  in  competitive  tennis,  a  self- 
rewarding  accomplishment.  Many  tennis  facilities  were  con- 
structed or  resurfaced  with  lights  added  for  the  public 
convenience. 

Track  and  Field  meets  for  boys  and  girls  were  schedul- 
ed regularly  during  the  year  leading  to  oarticipation  in  the 
National  Youth  Games  and  the  ever  pooular  Jesse  Owen's 
championship. 

Throughout  the  summer,  the  Parks  and  Recreation  De- 
partment sponsored  almost  every  diversified  and  imaginable 
form  of  entertainment  -  outdoor  concerts  on  the  Boston  City 
Hall  Plaza,  boxing  matches,  tennis  championship  competition, 
festivals,  art  exhibits,  puppet  shows,  opera,  mobile  in- 
structional units  and  apple  picking  in  the  fall. 

Trails  were  available  for  the  solitary  and  small 
interest  groups  of  the  cyclists  and  joggers. 

The  James  M.  Curley  Recreation  Center  offers  free  of 
charge  the  "L"  Street  beach,  handball  courts  and  an  indoor 
solarium.  The  facility  contains  a  men's  steam  room,  exercise 
and  recreation  rooms  for  all  ages  (tiny- tots  to  senior 
citizens),  a  women's  sauna  and  uniquely  equipped  exercise 
room  for  women  staffed  with  professionals.  A  variety  of 
physical  fitness  classes  and  recreation  programs  are  avail- 
able from  9:00  a.m.  to  10:00  p.m.  daily. 

For  the  sixth  year  the  department  co-sponsored  the 
Franklin  Park  Kite  Festival  rewarding  the  creative  kite 
designers,  environmentalists  and  kite  flyers  a  day  of  recrea- 
tion. 

Frisbee  and  Hula  Hoop  contests  were  held  in  the  summer; 
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adding  to  the  many  popular  programs  drawing  on  the  talents 
of  our  neighborhood  playground  youngsters. 

A  free  artificial  ice  skating  area  for  beginning  and 
sophisticated  skaters  in  the  heart  of  Boston's  famous 
"Common"  continued  to  attract  family  groups  Qf  all  ages. 

The  Parks  and  Recreation  Department's  program  for  ex- 
ceptional children  and  adults  conducted  three  separate  day 
camps  during  the  summer  months.  Swimming  instructions  were 
provided  for  these  individuals  year  round. 

The  Mayor  Kevin  H.  White  Golden  Age  Club  sponsored  a 
variety  of  senior  citizen  parties  (Christmas,  Halloween,  and 
Valentine's  Day).  Through  the  art  culture  section  many  varied 
programs  from  pottery  to  weaving  were  offered  (year  round), 
including  get-acquainted  programs,  games,  bus  trips,  exhibits, 
etc.    Films  were  shown  at  nursing  homes  to  shut-ins  through- 
out the  year. 

Fishing  at  the  well  stocked  Jamaica  Pond  boasted 
Boston's  number  one  leisure-time  activity.  The  Wheel  Program 
(summer  fun  tours)  was  available  to  all  playground  young- 
sters. There  were  free  bus  trips  to  various  recreational  and 
educational  points  of  interest  around  the  greater  Boston  area. 

The  permit  system  of  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment offered  residents  the  opportunities  to  reserve  athletic 
fields  or  facilities  in  various  parks  and  public  places  for 
recreation  and  soecial  gatherings. 

The  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  co-sponsored  many 
exciting  programs  commemorating  the  "Bicentennial  Year"  to 
provide  new  opportunities  for  public  service  and  community 
involvement,  thus  clearing  the  way  for  a  program  conceived 
in  the  Spirit  of  "76"  which  will  continue  to  benefit  Boston 
long  after  the  bicentennial  becomes  just  a  memory. 

The  Boston  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  continued 
to  provide  a  wide  variety  of  programs  and  leisure  time 
services  responding  to  the  needs  of  its  people  of  all  ages 
and  economic  levels. 


*  *  * 
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MAJOR  CONSTRUCTION  IMPROVEMENTS  TO 
PARKS  AND  RECREATION  FACILITIES 
July  1,  1975  to  June  30,  1976 

1.  IMPROVEMENTS  AT  THE  PERIMETER  FENCE  -  PUBLIC  GARDEN 
Monument  Contracting  Co.  July  18,  1975,  $192,300.00. 

2.  LANDSCAPING,  FENCING  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  IMPROVEMENTS  AT 
BILLINGS  FIELD.  A  &  B  Construction  Co., Inc.  July  18, 
1975,  $35,950.00. 

3.  FURNISHING  ELECTRICIANS  &  HELPERS  AT  VARIOUS  ATHLETIC 
FIELDS  &  GAME  COURTS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

K  &  R  Electric  Co.,  Inc.,  August  18,  1975,  $U,373.78. 

k.     CONSTRUCTION  OF  RFCREATION  FACILITIES  AT  FRANKLIN  FIELD . 
C  &  A  Construction  Co., Inc.  August  21,  1975, 
$291,5U7.Ul. 

5.  CONSTRUCTION  OF  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AT  THE  ERIE 
STREET  PLAY  AREA.  C  &  A  Construction  Co., Inc. 
July  18,  1975,  $71,8l6.UU. 

6.  CONSTRUCTION  OF  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AT  THE  MARY 
HEMENWAY  &  JAMES  F.  HEALY  PLAYGROUNDS.  O'Donnell  & 
Egan  Construction  Co.,  August  21,  1975,  $lli3,922.75. 

7.  CONSTRUCTION  OF  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AT  THE  EAST 
BOSTON  MEMORIAL  STADIUM  AND  JOHN  J.  RYAN  PLAYGROUND. 
Strytek,  Inc.  October  9,  1975,  $97,333.00. 

8.  MAKING  AND  DELIVERING  BLUE  LINE  SEPIAS  AND  MYLAR 
REPRODUCTIONS.  Andrew  T.  Johnson  Co.,  August  27,  1975, 
$1,1*03.65. 

9.  INSTALLATION  OF  ELECTRICAL  CONTROL  EQUIPMENT  AT  WESLEY 
G.  ROSS  FIELD.  Strytek,  Inc.,  October  9,  1975, 
$5,276.00. 

10.  CONSTRUCTION  OF  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AT  JOHN  J. 
CONNOLLY  AND  CRAWFORD  ST.  PLAYGROUNDS.  A  &  B  Const.  Co., 
Inc.,  August  18,  1975,  $99,U95.U9. 

11.  MAKING  &  DELIVERING  ZFROX-PROCESS  REPRODUCTIONS. 
Andrew  T.  Johnson  Co.,  Inc.,  October  9,  1975, 
$3,1430.95. 

12.  RESTORATION  OF  ART  WORK  AT  THE  BREWER  FOUNTAIN,  BOSTON 
COMMON.  Suffolk  Specialties  Co., Inc.,  October  30,  1975, 
$67,550.00. 
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MAJOR  CONSTRUCTION  IMPROVEMENTS  TO 
PARKS  AND  RECREATION  FACILITIES 
July  1,  1975  to  June  30,  1976 

13.      FURNISHING  ELECTRICIANS  &  HELPERS  ON  AN  HOURLY  BASIS. 
K  &  R  Electric  Co.,  Inc.,  October  6,  1975,  $22,633.18. 

lU.      DEVELOPMENT  OF  BURIAL  AREA  AND  ROADWAY  EXTENSIONS  AT 
MT.  HOPE  CEMETERY .  D.  F.  Frangioso  Co.,  Inc., 
October  9,  1975,  $66,775.89. 

15.  CONSTRUCTION  OF  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AT:  DOHERTY 
PLAYGROUND,  DRAPER  PLAYGROUND,  AMATTCCI  PLAYGROUND, 
SAVIN  HILL  PARK,  BOWDOIN  GREEN,  CORBETT  PARK,  ARNOLD 
HEMENWAY  SCHOOL.  Strtek,Inc,  December  1,  1975, 
$296,000.00. 

16.  CONSTRUCTION  OF  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AT  GIBSON  PLAY- 
GROUND, ALMONT  STREET  PLAYGROUND  AND  THOMAS  J.  HYNES 
PLAYGROUND.  A  &  B  Construction  Co., Inc.  , 

October  27,  1975,  $121,500. no. 

17.  RECONSTRUCTION  OF  PHILLIPS  STREET  PLAY  AREA,  BEACON 
HILL.  O'Donnell  &  Egan  Co., Inc.,  November  20,  1975, 
$58,300.00. 

18.  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AT  JOYCE  PARK,  BRIGHTON  AND 
ROGERS  PARK,  BRIGHTON.  O'Donnell  &  Egan  Co., Inc., 
November  20,  1975,  $2lU,WiO.OO. 

19.  CONSTRUCTION  OF  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AT  LEE  PLAYGROUND , 
SOUTH  BOSTON;  DOWNER  AVENUE  PLAY  AREA,  DORCHESTER; 
ADAMS  PARK,  ROSLINDALE.  Cicconi  Construction  Corp., 
December  16,  1975,  $101,298.98. 

20.  IMPROVEMENTS  AT  RIVERWAY,   EVANS  PARK,  BACK  BAY  FENS. 
Cedar  Hill  LandscaDing  Com.,  January  lU,  1976, 
$171,000.00. 

21.  CONSTRUCTION  OF  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AT  SUMNER  STREET 
PLAY  AREA  -  SUMNER  &  LAMSON  STREETS,  FAST  BOSTON. 
Harold  S.  Sears  Co.,  Inc.,  November  17,  1975, 
$87,387.00. 

22.  FURNISHING  &  ERECTING  A  SIXTY  FOOT  SPRUCE  CHRISTMAS 
TREE  ON  BOSTON  COMMON.  Geo.  W.  Kidd  &  Sons.  January  6, 
1976,  $2,100.00. 

23.  CONSTRUCTION  OF  RECPFATION  FACILITIES  AT  THE  FID EL IS 
WAY  PLAYGROUND  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

O'Donnell  &  Egan  Construction  Co.,  Inc.,  June  25,  1976. 
$308,750.00. 
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MAJOR  CONSTRUCTION  IMPROVEMENTS  TO 
PARKS  AND  RECREATION  FACILITIES 
July  1,  1975  to  June  30,  1976 

2i*.      SPRAYING  TREES  IN  BOSTON  -  SPRING  1976. 

Frost  &  Higgins  Co., Inc.,  May  2k,  1976,  $30,316.80. 

25.  INSTALLATION  OF  ELECTRICAL  SERVICE  AND  CONTROL  EQUIP- 
MENT FOR  FLOODLIGHTING  OF  WILLIAM  J.  BARRY  PLAYGROUND 
IN  CHARLESTON,  MASS.  K  &  R  Electric  Co., Inc., 

May  25,  1976,  $16,039.78. 

26.  MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIRS  TO  PASSENGER  CARS  AND  TRUCKS. 
Arcand  Sales  &  Service,  Inc.,  May  21*,  1976, 

m,8j|8.ia. 

27.  FURNISHING  AND  PLANTING  OF  TREES  IN  BOSTON. 

D.  Cicconi,  Inc.,  January  27,  1976,  $121*, 655. 00, 

28.  FURNISHING  AND  PLANTING  OF  TREcS  IN  BOSTON. 
C  &  A  Construction  Co.,  Inc.,  July  1,  1975, 
$89,898.00. 

29.  FURNISHING  AND  PLANTING  OF  TREES  IN  BOSTON. 
A.  J.  Tomasi,  Nurseries,  December  11,  1975, 
$170,1*81.00. 

30.  FURNISHING  AND  PLANTING  OF  TREES  IN  BOSTON. 
Schumacher,  Inc.,  October  8,  1975,  $109,950.00. 
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EXPENDITURES  FOR  MAINTENANCE,  JULY  1,  1975  to  JUNE  30,  1976 


PARKS,    GARDENS,  SQUARES 


Adams,  Irving,  Park 

$  2,5u5.90 

Back  Bay  District 

183.72 

Back  Bay  Garage 

792,99 

Back  Bay  Yard 

10U,  1422,78 

Boston  Common  Ball  Park 

U,662.72 

Boston  Common  Bandstand 

h, 880, 55 

Boston  Common  Convenience  Stations 

1U, 569.10 

Boston  Common  Deer  Park,  Tool  House 

2,87U.52 

Boston  Common  Frog  Pond 

2,950.36 

Boston  Common  Grounds 

33U,Ul6.77 

Boston  Common  Tennis  Court 

1,250.55 

Boylston  St.  Subway  Telephone  Booth 

S66.19 

Brighton  District 

121,51*7.46 

Brophy  Park 

356,99 

Central  Square 

r/   r'nC  Or' 

5,576.85 

Charlestown  District 

72,olo,70 

Christmas  Festival 

lu,309.53 

City  Hall  rlaza 

2, 5ol.25 

Columbus  Park 

(by  J bo.Uo 

Chandler  Pond 

1,700.00 

Commonwealth  &  Massachusetts  Avenues 

2y3.0p 

Copley  Square 

lU,2ol,2 ( 

Cummings ,  Mary  P.  C.  Estate 

U1U.77 

uevme ,  wiinam  j»,  uon  course 

lUl,po^. (y 

Dorchester  Heights 

350,00 

East  Boston  District 

oU,3oo,79 

East  Bos  ton  Stadium 

27,592,09 

Faneuil  Park 

l, 950.30 

Fens  Rose  Garden 

5o,U59.03 

Fens  Stadium 

2o,o7u.lo 

Franklin  Park  Administra  tion,  Buildings, 

Shops,  Yards,  etc. 

58U,962.00 

Franklin  Park  Blacksmith  Shop 

5,8UU.68 

Franklin  Park  Boat  Shop 

799.97 

Franklin  Park  Carpenter  Shop 

102,331.oO 

Franklin  Park  Garage 

117,U31.18 

Franklin  Park  Greenhouse 

197,031.95 

Franklin  Park  Harness  Shop 

2,68U,23 

Franklin  Park  Lawn  Mower  Shop 

101,713.71* 

Franklin  Park  Paint  Shop 

80,373.67 

Franklin  Park  Plumber  Shop 

62,116.11; 

Franklin  Park  Repair  Shops 

l8l,68U.32 

Franklin  Park  Storehouse 

58,5U7.09 
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Hyde  Park  District 

Jamaica  Plain  District 

Jamaica  Pond  Boathouse  &  Grounds 

J.  F.  Kennedy  Boat 

Lafayette  Mall 

Mattapan  District 

Me any  Park 

North  Dorchester  District 

North  End  Prado 

Olmstead  Park 

Orchard  Park 

Pembroke  Street 

Pinebank  Building 

Portsmouth  Street 

Preble  Street  Traffic  Circle 

Public  Gardens 

Revere,  Paul  Mall 

Ringgold  corner  of  Hanson  Street 

Roslindale  District 

Roxbury  District 

Small  Parks  &  Squares 

South  Boston  -  Dorchester  District 

South  End  District 

Sumner  &  Lawson  Streets 

Washington  Park 

Waterfront  Park 

West  Roxbury  District 

Wright,  George  Garage 

Wright,  George  Golf  Course 

TOTAL 


$  9U,227.32 
U8,556.56 
lU,35o.75 
9U3.UO 
2,855.95 
2,819.60 
1,111;.  52 
138,^86.82 
67,767.87 
18,385.1*6 
32,0UU.26 
Uoo.U5 
11,907.56 
3,050.53 
278.69 
105,977.61 
2,920.U9 
1,U8U.69 
52,5l9.6U 
89,871.90 
58,590.60 
77,736.31 
58,213.59 
U,283.Uo 
90,362.58 
137.82 
53,27U.68 
2,269.81 
166,980.23 


$  3,817,835.9U 
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CITY  DOCUMENT  NO.  16 


PLAYGROUNDS 


Alford  Street  Playground 

2,965. 50 

Almont  Street  Playground 

10,U70.U0 

Amatucci  Playground 

1,898.00 

American  Legion 

10,769.19 

Barry  Playground 

20,828.08 

Billings  Field 

60,89Li.30 

Buckley,  Rev  Fr. 

15k. 60 

Carter,  William  E.,  Playground 
Cassidy,  Walter  Playground 

20,227.1$ 

21,7514. 06 

Ceylon  Street  Playground 

5,9^2.90 

Charter  Street  Playground 

110.88 

Clifford  Street  Playground 

29,932.1^ 

Connolly,  John  J.,  Playground 
Cronin,  James  F.,  Playground 

28U.37 

S,U27.1iO 

Cutillo,  Playground 

1,U33.U9 

DeFilippo  Playground 

1,385.15 

Doherty,  John  A.,  Playground 

7,UiS.oU 

Dorchester  Park 

U,877. 57 

Draper,  Mary  Playground 

l$k, 628. 6U 

Erie  Street  Playground 

3,123.91 

Eustis,  William  Playground 

7145.09 

Fallon  Field 

21,2l4l4.25 

Ferrara  Field 

383.75 

Flaherty  Way  Play  Area 

5,618.00 

Franklin  Field 

5,329.08 

Garvey,  William  H. ,  Playground 

5,597.00 

Gibson,  Christopher  Playground 

18,107.17 

Hannon,  Mary  Playground 

1,762.51 

Healy,  James  F. ,  Playground 

128,670.142 

Hemenway,  Mary  Playground 

8,1463.11 

Hynes,  Thomas  J.,  Playground 

10,1419.143 

Jefferson  Playground 

1,951.149 

Jeffries  Point 

2,033.01 

Lee,  Christopher  Playground 

35,103.65 

Lee,  Joseph  Playground 

8,271.66 

McCarthy,  Leo  F. ,  Playground 

6,126.80 

McConnell  Park 

19,1406.  Ul 

Mc Kinney  Playground 

U,565.65 

McLaughlin,  Joseph  D.,  Playground 

12,5l40.m 

McLean,  Arthur  F.,  Playground 
Mission  Hill  Playground 

870.35 

Uo,  Ulo.oy 

Mozart  Street  Playground 

U,U38.20 

Murphy,  John  W.,  Playground 

2,929.17 

fiurray  riaygrouna 

1, vvc . uu 

Noyes,  John  H.  L.,  Playground 

17,1411.16 

O'Day  Playground 

8,682.22 

Parker  Hill  Playground 

811.21 
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Parkman,  Francis  Playground 

$    1*,  517.1*0 

Playgrounds,  General 
Readville  Playground 

22,793.62 

8,332.16 

Ringer,  Stanley  A.,  Playground 
Ripley  Playground 

11,025.79 

5,175.20 

Roberts,  Thomas  J.,  Playground 
Rogers  Park  Playground 

39,1*51.50 

15,613.11; 

Ronan  Park 

15,210.26 

Ross,  Wesley  Playground 

13, 301*. 00 

Rotch,  Lester  J.,  Playground 

1,1*77.67 

Ryan,  John  J.,  Playground 

1U, 731.20 

Smith,  William  F.,  Playground 

1*3,782.35 

Sullivan  Playground 

3,036.72 

Sweeney  Playground 

2,961.30 

Walker,  George  H.,  Playground 

5,1*28.98 

Walsh,  William  G.,  Playground 

21, 1*71*.  19 

Webster  Street  Playground 

1,008.89 

TOTAL 

$978,11*8.77 

RECREATION  DIVISION 


Administration 
Arts  &  Crafts  Program 
Ballet  Program 
Boxing  Program 
Busing  Program 
Ceramics  Program 
Dance  Program 
Drama  Program 
Handicap  Program 
Musical  Program 
Painting  &  Silk  Screen 

Physical  Fitness  Program  (Gym, Baton, Swimming 

Public  Relations 

Sailing  Program 

Senior  Citizens  Program 

Sports  Program  (Baseball, Basketball, Hockey) 
Tennis  Program 
Work  Study  Program 


$662,026.11 
2,3U6.50 
2,683.00 
7,706.12 
16,070.86 
6,1*66.50 
3,1*05.00 
U,  071. 68 
80,1*32.75 
6,975.00 
3, 651*. 00 
27,01*1.50 
11*,  530.00 
8,758.1*0 
1*1,826.50 
1*2,11*5.01* 
12,302.00 
6,189.85 


TOTAL 


$91*8,630.81 
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CITY  DOCUMENT  NO.  16 


BATHS,  BEACHES,  POOLS,  RECREATION  CENTERS 

Archdale  Recreation  Center                             g  1,109.90 

Bath  General  26,782.95 

Brighton  Municipal  Building  19,520.U5 

Camp  Joy  91,50U.66 

Charlestown  Pool  (Outdoor)  126,299.09 

Chinese  Recreation  Center  9,781.79 

City  Hospital  Pool  6,Ull.06 

Columbia  Point  Recreation  Center  23,835.28 

Columbia  Road  Gym  7,856.U2 

Curtis  Hall  Bath,  Pool,  Center  51i,230.29 

Dearborn  Recreation  Center  U67.50 

Don  Bo sco  Pool  7,llH.39 

Dorchester  House  10U, 057.96 

East  Boston  Social  Center  &  Pool  20,156.90 

Gallivan  Blvd.  Recreation  Center  38,380.09 

Hyde  Park  Municipal  Building  Center  15, 718.10 

L  Street  Bath,  Beach,  Center  3^5, 362. Ul 

Mason  Street  Pool  117,000.83 

North  Bennet  Street  Bath  Center  33,6h9.23 

North  End  Park,  Beach,  Bath,  Pool  2UU,533.53 

Paris  Street  Bath  Center  21^,713.59 

Roslindale  Gym  29,1*19.18 

Shelboume  Recreation  Center  36,520.28 

South  Boston  Municipal  Building  10,95l.9U 

Tobin  Building  12,90lu53 

Trotter  School  Recreation  Center  879.72 


TOTAL  *  1,599,162.07 


GENERAL  EXPENSES 

Central  Offices    -  Administration  $  U1*3,73U.79 

Automobiles,  Tractors,  Trucks,  etc.  327,117.57 

Street  Trees  2l5,U77.Ul 

Street  Trees  -  Plantree  Program  ll,0iil.26 

Unliquidated  Reserve  123,077.50 


TOTAL  $  l,120,Uii8.53 
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PARKS  AND  RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 


REVENUE  APPROPRIATIONS 

City  Budget  $  7,58U,796.27 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  879,U29.8£ 


TOTAL  $  8,U6U,226.12 


RECAPITULATION 

Parks,  Gardens,  Squares  $  3,630,967.61 

Playgrounds  887,06l.U2 

Bath,  Beaches,  Pools  and 

Recreation  Centers  1,599,162.07 

Recreation  Division,  Administration  929,931.66 

General  Expenses  961;, 762.98 

Equipment  8£,02U.86 

Repairs  to  Buildings  and  Structures  115,171.86 

Park  &  Playground  Improvements,  etc.  252,lii3.66 


TOTAL  $  8, U6U, 226.12 
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CITY  DOCUMENT  NO.  16 

Expenditures  of  Revenue  and  Nonrevenue,  Special  Appropria- 
tion and  Trust  Funds,  July  1,  1975  to  June  30,  1976: 

Commons  &  Parks  in  existence  on  January  12,  1887:- 

Maintenance  and  Improvement  of    .  .  .$  1*2,  502.13 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Trust  Fund  Income.  3,923.79 

Randidge  Trust  Fund  Income    3,595.00 

$  50,020.92 


CASH  RECEIPTS 

July  1,  1975  to  June  30,  1976 

PARK  DIVISION 

William  J.  Devine  Golf  Course    .  .  .  .$  U,U72.00 

George  Wright  Golf  Course    35, 560.00 

Permits  for  Signs,  Openings,  etc.     .  .  59.00 

Miscellaneous   350.01* 

Reimbursement  from  Commonwealth.  .  .  .  80,  U63.65 
of  Massachusetts  (mentally  re- 
tarded and  physically  handicapped 
chilren's  summer  &  winter 
recreation  programs) 

Rentals  from  Property  &  Concessions    .  10,1*03.60 

Boston  Common  Tree  Fund,  Income.  ...  257.16 

Randidge  Trust  Fund,  Income   2,893.12 

Babcock  Music  Fund,  Income    167.07 

Foss  Flag  Fund,  Income    107.16 

Foss  17th  June  Fund,  Income   107.16 

Mary  P.C.  Cummings  Trust  Fund,  Income.  12,206.61| 

Parkman  Fund,  Income    315,000.00 

Beautification  &  Improvement  of  Park  .  382,028.89 

Land,  (HUD  Federal  Grant,  3-31-16)     $  «UU,075.U9 

BATH  DIVISION 
Income  from  Bathhouse  $   5.25 

5.25 

$  Uhh,  080.71; 

Above  receipts  were  credited  as  follows: 

General  Revenue  $131,313.51* 

Trust  Funds,  Income    330,738.31 

Beautification  &  Improvement  of  Park  382,028.89 

Land,  (HUD  Federal  Grant,  3-31-16)   

$  bU,080.7l* 
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GEORGE  WRIGHT  GOLF  COURSE 
July  1,  1975  to  June  30,  1976 

Annual  Permits,  3  at  $75  $  225.00 

Annual  Permits,  6  at  $125   750.00 

Annual  Permits,  101  at  $150    15,150.00 

Annual  Permits,  1  at  $275    275.00 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  2,03k  at  $2.50  .  .  5, 085.00 
Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  731  at  $3.50  .  .  .  2, 558.50 
Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  1  at  $5.00  ...  .  5.00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  1,580  at  $3.00    U, 7U0.0O 

Weekend -Holiday  Permits,  1,285  at  $5.00   6,1*25.00 

Twilight  Permits,  1,608  at  $2.00    3, 216.00 

Junior  Golf,  51*0  at  $1.00   51*0.00 

Lockers,  1*  at  $5.00    20.00 

Lockers,  Ik  at  $20.00    1,1*80.00 

Lockers,  1  at  $30.00    30.00 

Total  $  1*0,1*99.50 


WILLIAM  J.  DEVINE  GOLF  COURSE 
July  1,  1975  to  June  30,  1976 

Annual  Permits,  8  at  $50.00   $  1*00.00 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  U97  at  $2.00  .  .  .  99U.OO 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  1*21*  at  $2.50    1,060.00 

Twilight  Permits,  1*50  at  $1.50   675.00 

Total  $  3,129.00 


ATTENDANCE  RECORDS 
July  1,  1975  to  June  30,  1976 

playgrounds,  Shower  Baths,  Beaches,  Swimming  Pools  and 

Gymnasiums 


Playgrounds,  Summer  Attendance   5,220,000 

Playgrounds,  Winter  Attendance  (Skating)   *1, 325, 000 

Shower  Baths  ,   1*25,000 

Beaches  and  Swimming  Pools   1,500,000 

Solarium  (Men)   13,500 

Sauna  (Women)   12,200 

Gymnasiums  and  Individual  Attendance   1*30,000 

Total   6,925,700 
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PARKS  AND  RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 
CEMETERY  DIVISION 

The  following  annual  report  is  presented  for  the 
Cemetery  Divsion  from  July  1,  1975  to  June  30,  1976. 

DEPARTMENT  CEMETERIES 

The  burying  grounds,  cemeteries,  and  tombs  ware  are 
owned  by  and  in  charge  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  as  follows 
with  a  total  area  of  about  7,040,708  square  feet: 


Square  Estab- 

Peet  lished 

Bennington  Street,  East  Boston  157,500  1838 

Bunker  Hill,  Chariest  own   48,202  1807 

Phi£ps  Street,  Chariest  own   76,740  1630 

Copp's  Hill,  Hull  Street,  City   89,015  1639 

King's  Chapel,  Tremont  Street,  City....  19,344  1630 

Granary,  Tremont  Street,  City   82,063  1660 

Central,  Common,  City   60,693  1756 

South  End  South, Washing ton  Street, City.  64,670  1810 

Hawes,  Emerson  Street,  South  Boston....  11,232  1816 

Union,  East  Fifth  Street,  South  Boston.    5,470  1841 

North,  Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester  142,587  1633 

Eliot,  Eustis  Street,  Roxbury   34,830  1630 

South,  Dorchester  Avenue,  Dorchester...  95,462  1814 

Westerly,  Centre  Street,  West  Roxbury..  39,450  1683 

Walter  Street,  West  Roxbury   35,100  1711 

Evergreen,  Ccnmozurealth  Avenue, Bright on. 604, 520  1848 

Market  Street,  Brighton   18,072  1764 

Mount  Hope,  Walk  Hill  Street,  125  acres 

and  14,330  square  feet...   1851 

Pairview,  Pairviev/  Avenue,  Hyde  Park 

about  50  acres   1892 


CITY  TOMBS 

Twenty-five  in  the  South  Ground;  six  in  Phipps  Street 
Ground,  Chariest own;  one  tomb  for  infants  in  South  Ground; 
one  tomb  for  infants  and  one  for  adults  in  Copp's  Hill 
Ground;  one  for  infants  in  King's  Chapel  Ground;  one  fore 
infants  in  the  Central  Ground;  two  receiving  tombs  in  East 
Boston;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Dorchester  North;  one  receiving 
tomb  in  Dorchester  South;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Evergreen 
Cemetery,  Brighton;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery 
and  one  receiving  tomb  in  Pairview  Cemetery,  Hyde  Park. 


18 


CITY  DOCUMENT  NO.  16 

Cemetery  Division  Receipts,  July  1,,  1975 
to  June  30,  1976 


CEMETERIES 


General 
Receipts 


Perpetual 

Care 
Receipts 


Interest  on 
Perpetual 
Care 


Mount  Hope  

Fairview  

Evergreen  

Dorchester  North. 
Dorchester  South, 

Westerly  , 

Phipps  Street,... 

Bunker  Hill  

Office  


$116,347.50 
37,681.00 
25,955.00 
85.00 


128.00 


$56,605.00 
13,695.00 
15,840.00 


$83,896.68 
27,682.02 
34,237.65 
540.68 
148.20 
143.54 
13.43 
2.16 


Totals, 


$180,196.50 


$86,140.00 


$146,664.36 


Total,  Book  Value  of  General  Fund, 
June  30,  1975 
Interest,  General  Fund 
Revenue , (General  Receipts)  1975-1976 
Appreciation  on  Securities  Matured 


$4,475,932.37 
160,662.53 
188,266.50 
5,565.18 

$4,830,426.58 


650.00 
695,559.34 


Payments  from  Fund  during  1975-1976: 
Refunds 

Transfer  to  Appropriation 
Total,  Book  Value  of  General  Fund,  June  30,1976$4,134,217.24 

Total,  Perpetual  Care  Fund,  June  30,  1976  2,338,858.10 

Total,  Cemetery  Funds  $6,473,075.34 
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PARKS  AND  RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 
Summary  Statement  of  Cemetery  Activities 


CEMETERIES 
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Totals 

1,862 

462 

156 

16,194 

8,622 
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3 

Cemetery  Division  Expenditures  for  Maintenance  Year  Ending 

June  30,  1976 


Office  $25,366.78 

Mount  Hope  484, 365.18 

Fair-view  117,233.15 

Evergreen   90,142.85 

Dorchester  North   3,639.69 

Dorchester  South  13,155.81 

Granary   8,619.49 

King's  Chapel   7,635.61 

Central   1,247.73 

Phipps  Street   813.19 

Bunker  Hill   983.90 

Bennington  Street  10,135.81 

Eliot   564.67 

South  End  South   926.89 

Copp's  Hill  13,415.02 

Hawes  &  Emerson   1,414.20 

Union.   539.39 

Market  Street   205.52 

Westerly   805.59 

Parks  and  Recreation  12,731.13 


$793*941. 60 
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